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It was one of those projects that demonstrate just how beautiful and ex-
citing swimming pools and spas can be.

The clients started by asking for something unique that would make cre-
ative use of lighting, hydraulics and sound – something that would maxi-
mize and extend the modern styling of their home while making the most
of spectacular views available along the shore at Westhampton Beach, N.Y.

Their confidence in our capabilities and creativity set the tone for the en-
tire project and let us step well beyond the ordinary in our thought process-
es. This trust was in fact the cornerstone of a great relationship,and the pos-
itive rapport between all parties that developed as a result was crucial in
bringing everything to completion.

The result is one of the most fascinating amalgamations of design features
and details I’ve ever seen. It’s not every pool that deserves to be called a work

If there was ever a project that underscored the
notion that ‘backyard swimming pools’ aren’t
what they used to be, this one by Ron Gibbons
Swimming Pools of Islip Terrace, N.Y. is the per-
fect choice:  Built with a dizzying range of func-
tional and aesthetic features, the project was the
combined effort of a client whose budget and
ambitions were well matched with the talents
and resources of a gifted designer/builder. 
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of art, but we think this one exemplifies
what can happen when you literally “reach
for the stars.”

Anything and  Everything
In dimensional terms, this is just your

average backyard swimming pool. It
measures an unspectacular 900 square
feet in surface area and has a depth vary-
ing between 3-1/2 and 8-1/2 feet.

In every other way possible, however,
this is one for the record books. By the
time the design was complete and the
plans had been approved, the project in-
cluded the following list of appointments:

� A 700-square-foot wet beach area
covered in a Misty Rose stone and fea-
turing its own in-floor cleaning system 

� A 60-foot love seat with soft, water-
proof, translucent cushions

� A raised spa that includes a cascade
pump, dual booster pumps, a computer
control system and dedicated filtration
and heating 

� A sheet waterfall over a stainless steel
weir beneath a glass bridge 

� A five-sided vanishing edge off the
beach entry with lighted stainless steel
rails riding above the edges

� A custom, nearly invisible trough/
gutter system and surge tank 

� Dual filters and heaters and an au-
tomatic high/low pump control 

� A polished marble dust interior 
� Underwater speakers.
Then there’s the topper for the whole

deal: 2,250 fiberoptic point lights set in
the pool floor and spa benches to mim-
ic a starry night sky.

When you add it all together,it’s an elab-
orate blend of form and function that’s tai-
lor-made for a beautiful high-end home
finished in cedar siding with huge windows
overlooking the pool. The beach areas and
the illusion created by the vanishing edges
enable the homeowners to lounge in cool
water during the summer while enjoying
spectacular wetlands vistas that surround
the property.

Wet Ground
Of course,this isproperty set among the

marshy tidewaters of Long Island, so the
first step in the construction process involved
dewatering the site. To that end,we set up
an array of 6-inch suction lines around the
site to gain control of the ground water.

The trick here was containing the dis-
charge water,which could not be pumped
into the nearby bay or into the protected
tidal wetlands that surrounded the prop-
erty. Instead, we used a pair of 2-1/2-
horsepower pumps to transfer the wa-
ter into aboveground concrete rings
installed over gravel bases. These rings
temporarily contained the water,enabling
us to build the pool while staying in com-
pliance with all local environmental codes.

With the water table more or less un-
der control, we excavated the pool and
the footings for the outer wall of the struc-
ture. The cage we set up used big steel –
lots of 1-1/2-inch bars. This was inter-
laced with a fairly complex circulation
system,piping for the underwater speak-
ers and the cascading waterfeature as well
as a fully loaded spa.

All these details were time-consuming
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The furnishings on the far side of the pool are actually standing on a fully wetted beach entry that flows to the vanishing edges.  Not
only does this give bathers a cool place to relax, but it also brings out the depth and rich colors of the Misty Rose stone decking
and provides fantastic reflections for those lucky enough to take a seat in the spa.



enough on their own,but when you con-
sider what was involved in setting more
than 2,000 fiberoptic lights in the floor
(see the sidebar on page 58 for more in-
formation), it’s easy to understand why
we set up the dewatering system to func-
tion efficiently for several weeks as we pre-
pared to shoot the pool with gunite.

The beach entry also took lots of time
and effort,mainly because it also served as
the main stretch of vanishing edge at its out-
er edge. It’s supported by poured concrete
walls that extended to below-grade footings
12 inches thick at the frost line. A now-sub-
merged gunite slab spans the gap between
the outer edge and the pool’s bond beam.

At the base of the vanishing-edge walls,
we installed a custom gutter system that
directs the flow over the edge to a 1,100-
gallon surge tank via gravity-fed, 6-inch
PVC lines.

Locating the surge tank proved to be
one of the most difficult parts of the job.
Because of the high water table,we had to
locate it at precisely the right elevation:
Too high and the gravity feed wouldn’t
work; too low and the tank would float
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Water flowing over the vanishing edge
doesn’t cascade into the conventional
trough.  Instead, it flows down walls
clad in Misty Rose stone and into a cus-
tom gutter system that directs the flow
to a 1,100-gallon surge tank.

Spa Magic
No expense was spared in creating

a state-of-the-art spa for this project. 
In addition to the fiberoptic lighting

described elsewhere, it also includes
eight whirlpool heads, two booster
pumps, a blower, spa-side remote con-
trols and benches covered with translu-
cent cushions. 

As you sit in the spa, there’s a beautiful
view of the surrounding wetlands, com-
plimented by rich reflections across the
wet-beach area. 

– R. G.



out of the ground on the subsurface wa-
ter. It took a while, but we finally hit on
just the right level and set the tank in place.

Key Details
Once the plumbing and lighting runs

were in place along with the outer wall of
the vanishing edge, the gutter system and,
finally, the gunite shell, the project became
a matter of dealing with layer upon layer
of aesthetic detailing.

We started by installing Misty Rose
stone on the outer facing of the vanish-
ing edges, across the surface of the wet
beach area and around much of the pool
as its coping. This stone blended nicely
with the beautiful (and durable!) teak
decks that were to surround much of the
pool. Because the beach area is four feet
above grade,we also installed a Moderne-
look stainless steel railing – lit with
fiberoptics to add yet another unusual vi-
sual dimension to the project.

The interior surfaces of both pool and
spa are custom blends of white Portland
cement,marble-dust aggregate and three
hues of colored crystal aggregates, all

hand-troweled into place around the
fiberoptic lenses. Two days after plaster-
ing, we carefully buffed the surface with
power sanders to expose the subtle blend
of marble and these colored aggregates
while leaving the lights as untouched as
possible.

On the house side of the pool,a 6-foot-
wide stainless steel cascade (made by
Custom Cascades of Temecula,Calif.) di-
rects a sheet of water out of the swimming
pool. Surmounting this detail is a glass
bridge that joins the main wooden deck-
ing area to the stone spa deck. The bridge
itself is a thick, sandblasted glass whose
soft, rich texture harmonizes beautifully
with the materials on both sides.

The far edge of the pool is unusual as well.
In fact,one of the most interesting features
in a project filled with lots of interesting fea-
tures is the set of translucent cushions used
to increase bather comfort while sitting on
the 60-foot love seat and spa benches.

These cushions are filled with the same
saline mixture that’s used to manufacture
breast implants and are attached to the
plaster surfaces using Velcro stripping
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Lighting the Night
The idea of dotting the floor of the swimming pool with 2,250 fiberop-

tic point lights came right from the homeowners, and we were more than
happy in helping them bring their vision to life.

They were so involved, in fact, that they mapped out placements of
all the lights themselves, creating a pattern that’s meant to appear as
though stars are falling out from under the glass bridge and tumbling
into the deep end.  

The lighting system, which was provided by Fiberstars of Fremont,
Calif., uses individual cables coated with epoxy to protect the fibers from
chemical attack that might result from being directly mounted in gunite.
The lenses for the system are generally about four inches apart through-
out the pool, which required great care on our parts in the application of
the marble-dust finish – especially during the polishing phase. 

Once we were finished with the floor lighting, we moved onto the 60
fiberoptic lights located in the love seat and spa.  These were standard
lights, each installed in an inlet fitting, and every blessed one of them had
to be plumbed, set and leveled.  It was all very labor intensive, but we made
it all happen on schedule. 

In all, the lighting system includes 11 illuminators in four separate lo-
cations. 

– R.G.



epoxied directly to the plaster finish. You
notice these cushions at night in partic-
ular, when the fiberoptic lights shine
through them and add a sense of surprise
and novelty to the setting.

Finally, the pool includes two special
underwater speakers installed in wet-
niche fittings. This enables bathers to lis-
ten to music piped through speakers that
surround the pool and decks: They can
jump into the water and keep on moving
without ever missing a beat.

Pride of Ownership
Obviously, it’s not every day that you

run into a client with so much ambition
– and the budget to match. It simply
wouldn’t have worked if the clients had-
n’t been involved in the decision-making
process from the start: Close commu-
nication and steady interaction were crit-
ical as we discussed all of these features
and how they would all come together.

The results speak for themselves, and
with no small measure of pride I must
mention that the project won a Best of
Competition medal and an Outstanding

Achievement Award in the Northeast Spa
& Pool Association’s design awards pro-
gram and a Special Judges’ Award in the
National Spa & Pool Institute’s national
design awards competition.

It’s all well and good to hang plaques
on walls, but the true satisfaction from
this project comes from knowing that we
produced a truly beautiful watershape –
and delighted our clients in the process.
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This glass bridge is a favorite detail on
a project filled with great ones.  It pro-
vides easy access across the water while
offering the perfect visual link between
the large expanse of teak decking and
the stone surfacing that reaches over to
the spa and beach entry.  The spillway
tucked behind the bridge and next to
the big back windows serves up yet an-
other visual treat.
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